How do you decide what it is and what to do?
The setting out of management problems in the sequence of question--evidence--action follows practice realities in many situations more closely than the inductive sytle of evidence--diagnosis--action. Explicit setting out of the decision-making process provides a framework for clearer role-identification for different practice specialities, with the opportunity for closer cooperation and joint investigation. Sequential investigation and decision-making separate categories of patients. This streaming can maximize efficiency of investigation and minimize wasteful over-investigation. Teaching a sequential approach to diagnosis and management provides the student with a practical method for solving problems in the real world. If every investigation sought must be justified in terms of the specific question it is to answer, the student will be trained to avoid unnecessary investigation, and the young graduate will find it more difficult to "procrastinate by investigation" because of inability to face up to decision-making.